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There are several phrases that are associated with the Bible, phrases that 
are said at different times in our culture to evoke faith, and yet they are 
not in the scriptures anywhere.  Each of these phrases has the power to 
both endear people to our faith and frighten others away.  Over the next 
5 weeks we will be exploring some of these phrases, seeking God’s 
presence in them, and dispelling the pieces of them that cause harm to 
others in the faith journey. 
 
So today: “Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin” 
 
I have heard this phrase used in a multitude of ways: 
 

1.  As a way of saying, “Hey I am not judging you, but I think what 
you are doing is probably a sin in God’s eye.”  Usually the person 
is judging, and they just don't want to look like the jerk they are 
probably being. 

2. As a way of admitting we are all sinners, when a person is trying to 
figure out how to help someone out of tough or detrimental 
situation. 

3. As a way of making sure people know they are wrong, and that the 
person saying the phrase is right and they somehow will love them 
anyway…usually they are still being jerks. 
 

There are more to add to this list, but I think it important to note 
something that is true here and has been true throughout our Half Truths 



series, this phrase, none of the phrases we have studied are found in the 
Bible. 
 
This one appears to have emerged from two places, and Adam Hamilton 
the author of the series points these out. 
 
St. Augustine, who was a Bishop in North Africa in the late 4th and early 
5th century, whose writings have shaped most of modern Christian 
philosophy, wrote a letter to nuns asking them to maintain their chastity.  
In the letter he wrote, “love for mankind and hatred of sins” was to be 
their call.  Mahatma Ghanid wrote something like this phrase in his 1929 
autbilography, saying “Hate the sin and not the sinner” and then finishes 
the statement with “…is a precept which, though easy to understand, is 
rarely practiced, and that is why the poison of hate spreads in the 
world.”1 
 
Ghandi and Augustine were both pointing to the truth in our half-truth.  
Both saying we should be loving all people and how this is our call as 
people of God.  However, in both phrases, to really understand the call, 
an understanding of sin is needed, and I think most of us have grown up 
understanding Sin to be, “breaking a rule” and more specifically “God’s 
rule.”  Which is not necessarily the most accurate definition of sin.   
 
In both the Hebrew Scriptures and New Testament the words for sin 
used generally mean to “stray from the path” or “miss the mark.”2  This 
has very little to do with law breaking, in fact sin should can be better 
understood as that which separates or builds a barrier between us and 
God.  In my theological work when I imagine the path God lays out for 
me, I imagine sin being like building a sound proof wall between God 
and I.  God will surely tear it down eventually, but if I keep doing the 
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wall building or stuff cotton in my ears, then I will not be able to hear 
the guidance for the road ahead.   
 
Our scripture today helps us to understand that Jesus too saw sin as 
something that separates from our full life with God or from being a part 
of the body of Christ. 
 
Matthew 7:1-5Common English Bible (CEB) 
7 “Don’t judge, so that you won’t be judged. 2 You’ll receive the same 
judgment you give. Whatever you deal out will be dealt out to 
you. 3 Why do you see the splinter that’s in your brother’s or sister’s eye, 
but don’t notice the log in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your 
brother or sister, ‘Let me take the splinter out of your eye,’ when there’s 
a log in your eye? 5 You deceive yourself! First take the log out of your 
eye, and then you’ll see clearly to take the splinter out of your brother’s 
or sister’s eye. 
I love this image, because it talks about the blocking of senses that is sin.  
There are things we can do in our lives that blind us, that make us unable 
to hear the directions to follow God’s path in our lives.  And Jesus also 
points to the things we should do for our brothers and sisters when they 
are blind or cannot hear the direction. 
 
Have you ever been sharing something with a small child they do not 
want to hear?  What was there reaction?  I remember a time sharing 
something one of my nieces did not want to hear, she covered her ears.  
She blocked out what I was saying.  And when I tried to remove her 
hand from her ear, at first, she held it as tight as she could.  Then to get 
control of her hand over her ear, blocking the sound she swung at me to 
get me to let go with the arm I was using to take her hand off her ear.  
She tried to hit me.   
I always imagine in my head when Jesus is telling this passage, me 
trying to remove splinter from my neighbor’s eye and them swatting 
down my hand or swinging back and hitting me.  Removing a sliver is 



gentle process, and who are we to judge when generally we have logs 
hanging out of our own eyes.   
 
This same lesson as our scripture today can be found in Luke I think 
points us to the whole truth in our statement today: 
 
Luke 6:37-42Common English Bible (CEB) 
37 “Don’t judge, and you won’t be judged. Don’t condemn, and you 
won’t be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38  Give, and it 
will be given to you. A good portion—packed down, firmly shaken, and 
overflowing—will fall into your lap. The portion you give will 
determine the portion you receive in return.” 
39 Jesus also told them a riddle. “A blind person can’t lead another blind 
person, right? Won’t they both fall into a ditch? 40  Disciples aren’t 
greater than their teacher, but whoever is fully prepared will be like their 
teacher. 41  Why do you see the splinter in your brother’s or sister’s eye 
but don’t notice the log in your own eye? 42  How can you say to your 
brother or sister, ‘Brother, Sister, let me take the splinter out of your 
eye,’ when you don’t see the log in your own eye? You deceive 
yourselves! First take the log out of your eye, and then you will see 
clearly to take the splinter out of your brother’s or sister’s eye. 
There is a cartoon depicting St. Peter checking the list by the gates of 
heaven.  Before him is a person who just died, and is waiting for 
admission through the gates.  As Peter finds the page in the Book of Life 
he says, “You were a believe, yes, but you skipped the ‘not being a jerk 
about it’ part.’”3 
 
Adam Hamilton shares this story in the book on Half Truths, and then 
says, “My hope is to be a Christian without being a jerk and I’d like to 
help people in my church to be Christians without being jerks.”  He then 
goes on to point to Romans 12:9 to point out where Paul writes, “Love 
should be shown without pretending, hate evil, and hold on to what is 
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good.”  As Christians we can hate evil, that which drives people away 
from the path the things they use we can hate.   
 
Now if the evil that is being inflicted is hurting you, the best way to love 
a person is by getting yourself out of the situation.  This is true in 
domestic violence situations.  Violence being inflicted on person is one 
of those evils, and though you may love the person very much, it is 
better for their consequence to be the lack of your presence, than you 
injured or hurt in any way.  Following God’s path sometimes means 
changing your life to get away from evil too. 
 
When we learn to truly love one another, as Jesus taught us to love.  
When we learn to not be a jerk with our faith, is when we get beyond 
“Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin.”  Which is really just code for love 
everyone, and then I’ll wait for you to get your punishment in the end. 
   
There is an interview out there of Billy Graham’s eldest daughter, Gigi.  
She tells a story of when she and her father went to the Time Magazine 
75th anniversary party in Washington, DC.  Bill Clinton spoke at the 
event which was soon after he ahd been impeached by the House of 
Representatives.  A charge that involved what President Clinton had 
said, under oath, about his relationship with White House intern Monica 
Lewinsky.   
 
At the banquet, Billy Graham sat with the President and Secretary 
Clinton.  Graham was said to be warm and gracious to them.  After the 
dinner, Graham and Gigi were talking and the two discussed the 
difficulties facing the President and then first lady.  How many people 
were judging them and gossiping about them.  Billy Graham’s comment, 
“It’s the Holy Spirit’s job to convict; it’s God’s job to judge, and it’s our 
job to love.”4 
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This message from Graham I think applies to this video I would like to 
have us watch, in which a police officer, Andrew Collins, falsified a 
police report that convicted Jameel McGee for a crime he never 
committed: 
 
Video and story can be found at: 
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/crooked-cop-innocent-framed-
friends_us_571346aee4b0018f9cba4745 
 
I don’t know if you noticed the lightness of heart when Jameel McGee 
and Andrew Collins described the forgiveness they experienced.  I 
believe it when I see that Jameel really let go of Andrew’s sin too.   
 
What freedom there is in our faith when we follow Jesus’ path, and 
freedom there is when we let go of the judgement in our lives.   
 
This is not to say we don’t hate what is evil.  Romans 12 points us to this 
and Proverbs 31:8 Common English Bible (CEB) 
8 Speak out on behalf of the voiceless, 
    and for the rights of all who are vulnerable. 
Meaning that when evil is hurting people we need to work to stop the 
root of it, but when it comes to loving our neighbors this does not start 
with removing their slivers.  It starts instead by getting at the roots of 
evil itself.  For example in the case of the Jameel and Andrew we need 
to look at the reality that more black men are arrested in this country 
than white males for doing the same kinds of activities, and that when 
we look a the conviction rates of white vs black men we would be 
astounded by the discrepancy.   
 
This week I invite you to consider one person in your life that you are 
trying to love, and see if there is some judgement you are holding 
against them.  Then I would invite you to take that judgement to God in 
prayer, and if you are still having trouble letting it go, see if you can find 
a trusted friend to share this with.   
 



Not seeing others as neighbors, seeing them as sinners is a great problem 
of our faith.  May we this week become better disciples, may we find a 
pile of logs in our parking lot next week that we could use to build a 
bonfire.   
 
May we know that God’s call for us is to love everyone, to hold 
ourselves accountable to love, even when it can feel hard.  For in this 
love, in our reconciliation in our work of not judging, we will find the 
freedom Christ called…the kingdom of God. 
 
Amen 
 


