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Spoken Word – Beginning of Service 
 
Today we continue our worship series on “Finding Joy in Real Life.”  
We are continuing our look at 5 biblically based principals of living, 
habits that can help us to live our lives abundantly as Jesus calls us to be 
people of faith.  I expect some of us to have heard these before, for 
others they will be new.  Wherever you are on your faith journey, my 
prayer for you during this series is that you find something to deepen 
your daily living, root your life in the scripture and to help you follow 
the ways of Jesus.   
 
Our lesson today comes from the prophet Micah, a prophet whose words 
echo across our practice of our faith.  
 

8 He has told you, human one, what is good and 
        what the Lord requires from you: 
            to do justice, embrace faithful love, and walk humbly with 
your God. 
 
Today as we enter into worship as spend time today 
remembering our baptism, I invite us to remember we are each 
called by our God to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly 
with our God.   
 
 
 
 
 



Message –  
Once upon a time, a long time ago, in a little village in a far 
northern country, there was a carpenter’s workshop.  

One day, when the carpenter was away for a while, a 
mighty quarrel broke out on the workbench, among the 
tools. The dispute went on and on, and became more and 
more embittered. The argument was about the need to 
exclude certain tools from the community.  

“We really have to exclude Sister Saw,” one of the tools 
began. “She bites, and she grinds her teeth. She has the most 
peevish character anyone could imagine.”  

“We absolutely can’t keep Brother Plane among us any 
longer,” another tool chimed in. “He has a cruel nature, 
scraping at everything he touches.”  

“As for Brother Hammer,” a third insisted, “I find him 
such a bore, and rowdy with it. He thumps away all the time 
and gets on all our nerves. Let’s get rid of him.”  

“And what about the nails?” asked a fourth. “How can 
we be expected to live alongside such sharp characters? 
They’re a positive hazard to us all. And the file and the rasp 
as well. Living with them is one constant cause of friction! 
And, while we’re about it, we should send the sandpaper 
away, because she seems to be the reason why this 
workshop is in such a fractious mood.”  

And the whole dispute rapidly became a battleground 
of all the tools, each one trying to out-shout the others. 
History doesn’t record whether it was the hammer who 
accused the saw, or the plane who objected to the nails, but 
the outcome of the melee was that all the tools found 
themselves excluded!  

The fracas came to a sudden end, however, on the 
return of the carpenter to his workshop. All the tools fell 
silent when they saw him approaching. 



 He picked up a plank of wood, and cut it with the 
biting Sister Saw. He smoothed it down with cruel, scraping 
Brother Plane. With boring, rowdy Brother Hammer he drove 
in the sharp, hazardous nails. Using rough-natured Brother 
File and abrasive Sister Sandpaper he made a velvet velvet 
finish on the wood. 

 Not a single one of the tools was left out as the 
carpenter went about his task of creating…  

…a cradle!  
A cradle to receive a little child.  
A cradle to receive Life.  

 
Retelling of a Swedish folk story1 

 
This Sunday we are continuing to study 5 lessons rooted in our 
scripture that bring joy, true joy, to our lives as Christians.  They 
are practices that connect us to God, and while we may have 
heard them before, it is my prayer that we hear them in the way 
hearing an old story sometimes bring new wisdom.  Today we 
are studying Micah and answering the age old question of what 
does it mean to follow the requirements of God, to live a 
Christian life or more specifically to live out the vows made at our 
baptism.   
 
Micah 6:1-8 Common English Bible (CEB) 
6 Hear what the Lord is saying: 
Arise, lay out the lawsuit before the mountains; 
        let the hills hear your voice! 
2 Hear, mountains, the lawsuit of the Lord! 
        Hear, eternal foundations of the earth! 
The Lord has a lawsuit against his people; 
                                                        
1 Silf, Margaret. One Hundred More Wisdom Stories (pp. 72-73). Lion Hudson. Kindle Edition. 
 



        with Israel he will argue. 
3 “My people, what did I ever do to you? 
        How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4 I brought you up out of the land of Egypt; 
        I redeemed you from the house of slavery. 
        I sent Moses, Aaron, and Miriam before you. 
5 My people, remember what Moab’s King Balak had planned, 
        and how Balaam, Beor’s son, answered him! 
        Remember everything from Shittim to Gilgal, 
        that you might learn to recognize the righteous acts of 
the Lord!” 
6 With what should I approach the Lord 
        and bow down before God on high? 
Should I come before him with entirely burned offerings, 
        with year-old calves? 
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
        with many torrents of oil? 
Should I give my oldest child for my crime; 
        the fruit of my body for the sin of my spirit? 
8 He has told you, human one, what is good and 
        what the Lord requires from you: 
            to do justice, embrace faithful love, and walk humbly with 
your God. 
 
Micah is a prophet who lived in the land of Judah in the mid-8th to 7th 
century BCE.  Prophets had a role of sharing where they believed the 
people living in their time were out of line with what God asked of 
them.  Specifically for the prophets of our Old Testament it is usually 
about how people are not following the commands of God to care for 
other and share hospitality with those in need.   
 
Often times we get the idea that prophets are fortune tellers, 
predicting the future far off.  In reality the prophets in the scriptures 



really are sharing a sense of what will happen if the people do not heed 
their wisdom, they are not attempting to be famous for being right.  In 
fact in most cases if these prophets are correct of the consequences of 
the people, they too will face the same fate as their people.  
 
Just to give you a sense of what Micah was  speaking against.  The 
people of Israel in his time had split into two kingdoms.  To the North 
was Israel with its’ capital in Samaria.  To the south the kingdom of 
Judah with its capital in Jerusalem.  Micah is attempting to share his 
message with both kingdoms, but primarily the people of Judah are the 
ones who hear it.   
 
There are two reasons Judah hears the message more clearly.  First, the 
Assyrian empire has threatened both kingdoms and they have come in 
and overthrown the northern kingdom, carrying many of the people 
away.  This is the ten lost tribes of Israel you have heard of.   
 
Judah has been left alone, but they are paying for their freedom by 
sending some of their wealth to the Assyrian king.  Israel is not that big, 
something like 50-60 miles across, and it is the major route for all the 
empires and peoples to transport goods between Asia, Europe and 
Africa.  Israel’s strategic importance means they are used to being 
conquered.  Micah knows what they know, that the times the have 
done well is when God protects them and he is saying God protects you 
best when you follow his commands and be in relationship with one 
another.  Micah is saying, “Through working out your differences 
people of Israel, you are stronger united than apart.” 
 
Prophetic language like Micah’s is the part of our tradition that calls us 
beyond ourselves, to consider who we are to care for besides just 
making sure we as individuals are ok.  In the Old Testament those 
scriptures remind us to care for those who are often cast off by society, 



the ones who do not have access to wealth or support.  Here are some 
examples: 
 
Zechariah 7:9-10 Common English Bible (CEB) 
9 The Lord of heavenly forces proclaims: 
Make just and faithful decisions; show kindness and compassion 
to each other! 10 Don’t oppress the widow, the orphan, the 
stranger, and the poor; don’t plan evil against each other! 
Deuteronomy 10:18-19 Common English Bible (CEB) 
18 He enacts justice for orphans and widows, and he loves 
immigrants, giving them food and clothing. 19 That means you 
must also love immigrants because you were immigrants in 
Egypt. 
Proverbs 31:8-9 Common English Bible (CEB) 
8 Speak out on behalf of the voiceless, 
    and for the rights of all who are vulnerable. 
9 Speak out in order to judge with righteousness 
    and to defend the needy and the poor. 
 
Each of these texts invites us to love those beyond us, those traveling 
amongst us, and those with not enough.  It continues in the New 
Testament Wisdom literature too: 
 
James 1:27 Common English Bible (CEB) 
27 True devotion, the kind that is pure and faultless before God 
the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in their 
difficulties and to keep the world from contaminating us. 
The “world contaminating us” we learn in James is a world where we 
forget the needs of others and to care for those beyond ourselves.  It is 
when the materials of this world bind us and blind us to God’s love in 
our lives. 
 



And lest you think prophetic language ended in New Testament times, I 
want us to listen to how it continues from leaders today, reminding us 
of what God asks of us. 
 
Played audio of Martin Luther King Jr. - https://vimeo.com/199197264 
 
Turning back to Micah I invite us to focus in on Micah 6:8, it is a 
scripture used fairly universally in the Christian church to embody our 
call to live out the Golden Rule we talked about last week.  It reminds 
us that loving our neighbor as Christians is a verb, as well as a passive 
state of being.   
 
Micah 6:8 begins by reminiding us to “do justice.”  The Hebrew word 
for Justice used here is “Mishpat.”  It means legal justice.  We in the 
United States use the figure justice to understand what this means.  It is 
a woman blindfolded holding a scale.  The idea is that justice is blind to 
class, color, background, sexuality, gender, or anything else that might 
bring a bias.  We hope, and work as a country to embody laws that seek 
to be fair.   
 
However, our laws are still human laws.  We know that our laws 
incarcerate more people of color than white people.  Our laws 
sometimes bias those with money over those without, because those 
who can afford a good lawyer can overcome challenging cases or even 
get crimes expunged from their records.   
 
This is why the United Methodist Church takes stands on social issues, 
to help be moral leadership as we seek wisdom from scripture, reason, 
experience and our tradition.   
 
For example right now immigration is one of the overwhelming issues 
of justice in our country.  Our government is shut down due to political 
gamesmanship to see who is right on the justice of this issue.  However, 



there is a human cost to all of this.  Families are being torn apart, and 
lives are being uprooted as increasing numbers of people are deported.  
Lest we think this is one parties problem, the rates of deportation were 
higher under the previous presidential administration than the current 
one.  For us as Christians, and even more Methodists in Billings, 
Montana the question becomes what can we do?   
 
If scripture tells us to care for the immigrant, then we have to learn 
what that means.  The truth is, neither side on this issue has gotten it 
all figured out.  About 3 years ago, I began a series of dialogues with my 
Aunt.  She is politically opposite of me on pretty much every major 
issue.  However, I know she has a deep compassion in her heart and 
cares.   
 
Before the recent political situation I actually called her to ask her 
about immigration.  In our conversation I learned she had seen the real 
face of immigration, she knew people impacted by deportation.  She 
didn’t use the language I would have used to describe the problem, but 
in the end she said, “We have to come together to find a solution, 
people’s lives are at stake and we are a country founded on 
immigrants.”   
 
Justice for us as Methodists in Billings in 2019 is going to have a lot do 
with our willingness to have politically tense conversations in tense 
times.  To listen to one another, to get anxious when we hear about the 
human suffering.  Justice, as Micah calls for can only come if we 
continue to seek truly just legal systems, and in a republic we can only 
do that together.   
 
Micah’s choice for the next section is helpful in knowing that we have 
to work together, because he says God asks us to love kindness.  
Embracing faithful love through kindness is found in the Hebrew word 
used “Checed.” Micah intentionally uses it to remind us that our God 



asks us to be in relationship with our neighbor.  We are back to that 
Golden Rule, Jesus shared.  Micah is trying to remind us that legality is 
fine, but God askes us to wrap legality with compassion and kindness 
towards all our neighbors.  In other words legality does not outweigh 
our moral obligation to each other.  The other prophets and wisdom of 
the Bible point to this, but I also stumbled across some biological 
wisdom that points us to this too.   
 
Watch - www.youtube.com/watch?v=apzXGEbZht0&feature=youtu.be 
 
If we are wired to be in relationship, if we struggle when people remain 
neutral or they disengage, then to love kindness is to turn into the 
immigrant, the orphan and the widow and form a relationship.  To care 
for one another.  As I said, last week with the Golden Rule, turning into 
relationship carries risk of getting intermingled in their lives.  However, 
as Micah wants the people of Israel to know, it will make the kingdom 
stronger against those who would destroy our connection to one 
another.   
 
Finally, Micah invites us to “walk humbly with our God.”  The Hebrew 
word is “tsana.”  Here is what humbleness means for us, like I shared in 
your Pastor’s corner about St. Francis.  It is about being wrong, and 
admitting we are human creatures called by a divine God to a 
connection with one another we don’t understand.  It is to understand 
that while the hammer may be annoying it is necessary, and while the 
sand paper is abrasive it is needed to build the kingdom of God.   
 
Ultimately to be humble is to admit we can’t do this alone, we need 
God and we need to love one another.  We have to escape a culture 
that drives us to buy ourselves into the place where we are safe, where 
we know we can cover just ourselves, and to trust God will provide if 
we seek to follow his guidance, even when the world says it is absurd.   
 



I think Christian leader Jim Wallace says it well,  

“Our life together can be better. Ours is a shallow and 
selfish age, and we are in need of conversion—from 
looking out just for ourselves to also looking out for 
one another. It’s time to hear and heed a call to a 
different way of life, to reclaim a very old idea called 
the common good. Jesus issued that call and 
announced the kingdom of God—a new order of living 
in sharp contrast to all the political and religious 
kingdoms of the world. That better way of life was 
meant to benefit not only his followers but everybody 
else too. And that is the point of it. 

Christianity is not a religion that gives some people a 
ticket to heaven and makes them judgmental of all 
others. Rather, it’s a call to a relationship that changes 
all our other relationships. Jesus told us a new 
relationship with God also brings us into a new 
relationship with our neighbor, especially with the most 
vulnerable of this world, and even with our enemies. 
But we don’t always hear that from the churches. This 
call to love our neighbor is the foundation for 
reestablishing and reclaiming the common good, which 
has fallen into cultural and political—and even 
religious—neglect.”2 

 
Today as we end our time together I am going to invite us to pray.  To 
pray where we might serve God whether through mission at our 
church, or by engaging in hard conversations with our neighbor.  Then 
as I end that time I will offer a blessing over the waters of baptism.  This 
                                                        
2 http://www.msnbc.com/morning-joe/excerpt-jim-wallis-gods-side 
 



is the traditional Sunday when we recognize Jesus baptism in the 
Jordan river.  It seems appropriate that as we re-affirm our baptismal 
vows we do so by committing to go and live them out.  I want to remind 
us though, that Jesus went into the wilderness right after he was 
baptized to work out how he might live this out.  I would invite us to do 
likewise, take the time God offers you to consider a faithful way to step 
out.   
 
Please pray with me: 
 
God it is not easy being a Christian, understanding Justice is hard.  Being 
in relationship with those we struggle with is even more difficult, and 
yet you call us to love one another.  You in fact require our love for one 
another, over the laws you offer to us.  Help us to prayerfully consider 
where we might live this out, help us to build bridges, and to trust that 
you are the only one who needs to trouble the waters.  As we go out 
form here this week, please help us to seek ways to live out justice, love 
kindness, and walk humbly with you.  Thank you for Jesus who points 
the way for us, who walks with us and in whose name we are baptized. 
 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


