
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are continuing our work 
with Aging Well to invite 
folks of all ages to learn from 
experts in our community 
about different aspects of 
aging.  Did you know, based 

on a recent World Health Organization study, 65 
and under is young adult, and 65-80 is middle aged. 
People are living longer lives, so come join us as we 
learn to do it well.   

Livable Communities for All Ages 
May 2–11:30 am–Shiloh UMC–Fellowship Hall–
Lunch Provided. A livable community is designed 
with all residents in mind, from the very young to 
older adults who want to remain in the community 
they call home.  Join us as we hear from AARP 
Montana on how we can work to make our 
community livable for all ages.   
 

Cleanup Day/Community Garden 
Planting Day–May 19, 9 am-Noon 

We invite our entire congregation to join us on for 
our community garden planting day and church 
cleanup. We need help keeping our property up and 
getting the garden planted for the summer. This will 
be a day of fun work, and yes that exists. There is 
no better way to get to know members of your 

church than working hard 
and seeing things get 
accomplished. If you have 
your own community 
garden “spot” you can get 

that planted on this day as well. Join us as we help 
make Shiloh a welcoming place for everyone who 
joins us here. 
 

A LITTLE HELP PLEASE… 
We are getting new flooring in the Fellowship Hall.  
Please stay after service on May 20 to get ready!!  

 
Exploring the challenges of 21st century church, a 
10-member team made up of Evangelical, Shiloh 
and Grace United Methodist Churches, both 
members and pastors, will be participating in the 
Whole Church Initiative (WCI). The Whole Church 
Initiative will help us explore how we can share 
God’s love in our community in the coming years.  
We invite you to hold our team in prayer.  The 
Shiloh team members include Trudye King, Kelly 
Martinson, and Alyssa Munson. To learn more it 
please visit: shilohbillings.church/WholeChurch 
 
This month we are taking seriously our call to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world. One thing we are considering is how our 
church can create new ministries to connect the 
growing edge of Billings to the love of God. These 
ministries will need to consider meeting in our 
church, out of our church, reaching people in the 
latter half of life and young families and other 
young people.  To that end we are asking you to 
take an online survey called Readiness 360. 
 
The Readiness 360 will help us identify 
opportunities for strengthening our multiplication 
DNA through assessing our spiritual intensity, 
dynamic relationships, missional alignment, and 
cultural openness. After a critical mass within our 
congregation takes the online survey, we will report 
back our findings and discover next steps together 
in the Fall of 2018. Please click here to log in and 
type in our congregation’s survey code: 
0897593194 Set aside 20 minutes to take the survey 
between now and 05/20/18 at midnight. 

If you need help, please contact: Pastor Tyler, 406-
656-0050 or PastorTyler@ShilohBillings.Church 
Thanks in advance for helping our congregation 
assess and grow into God’s preferred future. 
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WORSHIP IN MAY 
Broken—In May we will continue our journey 
through a sermon series called Broken. This series 
explores broken places in our world and we are 

going to seek how 
others have found hope 
amidst those challenges. 
We are not just seeking 
hope that brings ecstatic 
joy, but the tempered 
joy of knowing God. As 
C.S. Lewis phrases his 
explanation of Joy, “It 
was valuable only as a 

pointer to something other and outer. When we are 
lost in the woods the sight of a signpost is a great 
matter (Surprised by Joy).” 
 
To help us make this series something you are a part 
of creating too, we would like to invite you to bring 
something you own that was broken and you have 
fixed or repurposed. We may use this in slides, 
video or for an altar decoration.   
May 6—Terminal/Long-term Illness and Grief 
May 13—Suicide/Mental Illness (Youth will 
present.) 
May 20—Childhood Trauma and Adverse 
Childhood Experience Study, Pentecost - dress in 
red 
May 27—Politics and the Cultural Divide 
 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
This summer for Worship we will be continuing 
with two worship times 8 am and 10:15 am. The 8 
am service will use Pastor Dave Merkel’s recorded 
work for music and sermons from Pastors 
throughout our area. The 10:15 am service will 
continue with our traditional order of service. There 
will be two special Sundays in the summer when we 
will participate in “Praise in the Park” with other 
United Methodist Churches in our area, one in June 
and one in August (at the pool).   
June 3—We will have our 8 am service at the 
church, but our second service will be at 10:30 at 
Terry Park on the corner of 5th Street West and 
Terry. The service will celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the creation of the United Methodist 
Church. Bring a lawn chair and your own picnic 
lunch.   
August 19—The second service will be at 10 am at 
Rose Park. Followed by time in the pool.  

BROKEN PRAYER SMALL GROUP 
TUESDAYS UNTIL MAY 22 

Pastor Tyler is leading a small group study on a 
book to accompany the Broken sermon series. The 
group practices prayer, shares in conversation, and 
ends with a love feast each time. 
This study is offered twice each 
Tuesday through May 22, at 
Noon and 5:30 pm. The book we 
are using is Everything Happens 
for a Reason and Other Lies I’ve 
Loved by Kate Bowler. This book 
tackles deeply the topics of faith 
couched in the question “Why do 
bad things happen?”  
 

406 YOUTH UNITED–STUDENT 
MINISTRY 

Our youth group for grades 6-
12 is about helping connect 
youth to each other, their 
community and learn about 
this radical guy we know as 
Jesus. We meet most weeks on 
Sunday from 6-7:15 pm at 
Shiloh UMC.  The month of 

May is a mix of fun and learning, check out the 
schedule below.   
May 3 @ 8 pm—May 4 @ Noon—We hold a 
Lock-In at the church. There will be food, games, 
movies, a short mission project, and planning for 
May 13 youth worship. 
May 13 – 8:00 and 10:15 Worship—Youth will 
lead both 8 am and 10:15 worship.   
May 13—Faith and Fun night.  Join us at the 
church for conversation and fun. 
May 20—Fun spiritual practices. We will be out 
in the city learning about prayer and how it can be 
fun to see what God is up to. 
Summer—Plans will be coming in the June/July 
newsletter. Please consider sending youth to church 
camp at luccock.org or flatheadcamp.org. Ask 
Pastor Tyler if you have more questions. 
 



COMMUNITY MEETINGS/CARING FOR 
SHILOH AND GROWING YOUR FAITH 

All members are invited to our Church Council 
meeting on May 10 at 6 pm. We will be discussing 
goals for our church for the coming year and 
beyond. This will be an exciting time to see where 
God is calling our hearts to serve the people of 
Billings and share the gospel.   
 

2nd Thursdays—Every month 
5:30 pm—Finance (Can meet as early as 5 if more 
work is needed.) 
6:00 pm—Church Council 
7:00 pm—Trustees 
7:00 pm—SPRC (Special meetings may be called if 
confidentiality is needed.) 
 

3rd Thursdays—Every month 
Our entire church is invited at 6 pm on the 3rd 
Thursday of each 
month for a 
spiritual and 
missional life 
devotion time. 
This is a time of 
gathering, song, 
study, and 
exploring where 
God is leading us. Most nights will include a song, 
video and discussion all rooted in prayer to help us 
see where God is calling us to serve our community. 
 

3rd Thursdays—Odd Months 
6:00 pm—Spiritual/Missional Life Devotion 
6:30 pm—Missions 
6:30 pm—Worship Design Team 
6:30 pm—Prayer Ministry 
 
We will be taking a break from regular committee 
meetings in the summer. The only major meeting 
will be a special Church Council meeting in late 
August to calendar events for 2018-2019 year. 
Committees are invited to meet as needed during 
the summer. 
 
 
 
 
 

MEET YOUR STAFF 
The next several newsletters your Staff Parish 
Relations Committee will be profiling our staff and 
asking you to guess who this is. There are ways to 
find out, and the first person to email 
pastortyler@shilohbillings.church will receive a $5 
coffee card.   
 
My family and I came to Shiloh in 1990. We loved 
the people! My kids have grown; have (beautiful) 
children of their own now. My newest grandkids are 
twins who came a little early and are hoping to 
come home soon. I recently retired and  think I 
failed (if that's possible) because about two weeks 
after retiring, I said "yes" to an offer to work here as 
the Church Administrator. It was a new position 
created to take some of the administrative pressure 
off of the pastor.  All of the skills they needed were 
the ones I have so I figured God had a different plan 
for me than lounging around the house in my PJs. I 
love the new job! I only work a couple hours a 
couple days a week, but I am learning new skills. It 
has a much different pace than my old job! I have 
been on most committees in the church. I especially 
enjoy the newest one—Messy Church! I feel 
blessed to be in this place now that I spend more 
time here.  
 

SHILOH 101 
Are you new to Shiloh? Meet the pastor, learn more 
about our church, and meet other new people by 
attending this one hour study. This month it will be 
offered Sunday, May 6 from 9 am-10:00 am in the 
youth room. See you there! 
 

MESSY MAY! 
We will have one more 
Messy Church night 
before we take a break 
for the summer. Messy 
Church will start at 
5:15 pm on May 7 in 
the sanctuary. We will 

start with a story and a message and a couple fun 
church songs. Then we will go to several 
prayer/activity stations to help focus us on the 
message of the evening. Wait until you see what 
Pastor Tyler has come up with this time! Later, we 
will pray and eat and will end with our Messy 
Church blessing. Bring the family and join us! 
 

Report phone scams to Consumer Protection 
Bureau of the State of Montana. 

406-444-4500 
contactocp@mt.gov 

 



PRAYERS 
Dear Lord: we lift up these prayers from April to 
you: for Sterling Starr and for Pastor Tyler's mother. 
We ask for prayers for their families as they 
continue their journey. We ask continued prayers 
for Parker and Peyton as they grow stronger and for 
their parents and grandparents. We ask for prayers 
for Mary Lou Notin who fell and broke her leg and 
is continuing to heal at St. John's. Prayers for 
Warren Frank’s continued recovery from 
hospitalizations. We ask prayers for Sally 
Thompson and for a friend who will be having 
surgery. Prayers of healing, comfort, and peace for 
friends and family members who are fighting 
cancer. 
 
Prayers for family members of the hockey players 
killed in Canada. Prayers for the people of Syria, 
especially the children, who have known no other 
life than war.  
 
Prayers of thanksgiving for those who worked on 
the garden. Also, for the Junior High Youth who 
attended CONVO and shared our 10:15 service with 
the adult leaders. Prayers of thanks for improving 
injuries from a car wreck. Also for a family member 
who finished 2nd in a marathon. Prayer of thanks 
from Jennine Budge for her son’s employment. 
Thanks from a young man who won a ribbon at 
Special Olympics and prayers for another who 
participates in Special Olympics. We ask for safe 
travel for the people returning home and all 
travelers. Prayers of thanks from Sandy and Nikki 
Rogina who found their perfect apartment. Ten 
special intentions… prayers too personal to share 
but request community prayers. Amen 
 

FAITH AND FILM 
The Greatest Showman 
5:30 pm, May 20, 2018 

 
Hugh Jackman leads an all-star cast in this bold and 
original musical. Inspired by the story of P.T. 
Barnum (Jackman), the film follows the visionary 

who rose from nothing to 
create a mesmerizing 
spectacle. This inspirational 
film also stars Zac Efron, 
Ferguson and Zendaya.  

 
Bring a friend, a snack, or just yourself and as 
always, we’ll have a discussion after the movie. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHARING OTHERS’ GENEROSITY 
THROUGH OUR FAITH 

Cleaning Out Your Closets?  
Having a Garage Sale? 

The Free Store is always hoping for donations of 
clothing, kitchen items, linens and even suitcases. 
However, we have neither the storage room nor the 
demand for all the other items that one may no 
longer need. In fact, if those are left for the Free 
Store, the volunteers must dispose of them, which 
takes away from other tasks that need completing. 
Thank-you for your cooperation and support! You 
do make a difference. 
 

APRIL THANK YOUS 
Thank you for all the help from everyone during the 
month of April. Thank you to everyone who helped 
turn the Fellowship Hall from an Easter Egg Hunt 
to the Easter Breakfast.  And to those who turned 
the Sanctuary from a Celebration Area to a Bouncy 
House and back to a Celebration Area in quick 
order.    
 
Thank you to Pat Montgomery, Linda Woolsey, 
Kelly Martinson and Susan Hathaway for their help 
with the Easter breakfast. 
 
Thanks to Norma Smith, Toby Stapleton, Linda 
Stahley, Betty DuBeau, Lenore Kipp, Judy Sullivan 
and Pam Dandrea for ushering at the early service.  
 
Thanks to Lou Ann King, Inga Casperson, Dorothy 
Flickinger, Susan Hathaway, Jackie Beck and 
Sandy Rogina for ushering at the late service.  
 
Thank you to Kyra Munson, Matt Mettler, Dee 
Pedersen, Pam Dandrea, and the Youth group for 
being prayer leaders for the month of April.  
 
Thank you to Tish Powell for hosting Fellowship 
Sunday. Thanks to all the people who are working 
on the garden spots and getting them ready for 
spring planting. It takes work to keep this church 
running well and we are so appreciative of what 
everyone does to help. 



SPRING CLEANING DAY 
May 19 

9:00 am—12:00 pm 
Just like our houses, the church needs a spring 
cleaning day as well. The Trustees will be here on 
May 19 – 9 am to Noon to do all the normal spring 
cleaning tasks at the church. Please stop by for an 
hour or two to lend a hand.  

BOOKMOBILE 
The first and third Tuesday at 12:30 pm-2:00 pm 
the Bookmobile parks at Shiloh Church. Books may 
be returned at any stop, the downtown library or the 
library at MSUB-COT. This is a convenient and 
inexpensive method to further reading! Hop on 
board. 
 

SHILOH CAREGIVERS 
Shiloh’s Caregivers meet each Tuesday at 1:20 pm 
in the MYF room in the back of the church. Sally 
Thompson leads the group but will be out for a 
couple of weeks for surgery. The group will 
continue to meet in her absence. This group is open 
and welcoming to anyone who is or has been a 
caregiver. All things shared in the group are private 
amongst those attending. Consider this group to 
help through those difficult times of giving ones’ 
self while caring for a loved one. 
 

SHILOH COMMUNITY GARDEN 
We have a great community garden and (as of 
publication) we only have one spot left that anyone 
can rent for $50. Please contact the office if you are 
interested. This is a chance to help feed both your 
family and our community. 

 
FREE STORE GIVING DAY 

From May 3—May 4, we would like you to invite 
family and friends to participate in Yellowstone 
Valley Gives for our United Methodist Free Store. 
This is an opportunity to help other people learn 
about our ministry and give back to our work of 
serving those who come to our Free Store. You can 
give on this day or invite others to give online by 
going to https://goo.gl/ua7e9Q . We hope to raise 
money to help support our ministry of using our 
faith to share the generosity of others.  Our goal is 
$1000 for that day.   
 

FOOD BANK SUNDAY 
Sunday, May 6, is Food Bank Sunday. Winter is 
finally over but the need for food is still present. 
The Food Bank can always use: canned goods, 
peanut butter, jelly, individual serving items, shelf 
milk, beans, rice and pasta. Personal items such as 
toothbrushes, soap, shampoo, tooth paste are also 
needed. Baby food and diapers are needed. They 
also need sandwich bags and brown lunch bags.  
Please place your donations in the barrel inside the 
entry doors and thank you for helping our 
community. 
 

RELAY FOR LIFE 
We are progressing toward our goal! The butter 
braid sales were a huge success. And the pie sale 
was well received. Thanks to all who ate a slice or 
took a slice home or purchased an entire pie. The 
support is deeply appreciated. 
 
The next adventure is the spaghetti dinner/talent 
show planned for June. This will be an opportunity 
to hear/see the talents that are hidden within our 
congregation and a great afternoon of 
entertainment. 
 
Shiloh’s team is named the Angels and Survivors. 
We are also selling angel pins to remember those 
lost to cancer. They are 
personalized with ribbon color 
of the type of cancer and the 
birthstone of your “angel”. The 
survivor bracelets are back and 
for sale, the new ones may 
include the name of the survivor as well as the color 
of cancer. Names are limited to seven letters and the 
wrist size of the wearer is helpful. Both are 
available by calling the church and ordering them of 
lizs.@BillingsShilohChurch.com. Or you may call 
Pat Montgomery at 655-3507.  
 

LAWN MOWERS NEEDED 
Can you help mow the lawn this summer? Now that 
the snow is gone, it is lawn 
mowing season. If you can 
help mow the church lawn, 
please sign the clipboard in 
the Fellowship Hall or call 
the office with the dates 
you are available. It takes 
about 4 hours and training 
is available. Thank you so much for your help!!!     



COOKIES NEEDED 
Thank you to everyone who signed up to sponsor a 
Sunday Fellowship hour. We still 
need to keep some cookies on 
hand and the cupboard is really 
bare. We can also use cookies to 
send with the sandwiches on 
sandwich making Friday. If you 
are going to make cookies, 
please make an extra dozen or so 
for the church. Thank you so very much!! 

 
KEYS TO THE CHURCH 

 Do you have keys to the church? If you have any 
keys to the church, please call the church office 
(656-0050) or email the information to Pam 
(pam.d@shilohbillings.church) as soon as possible.   
 

Book Review  
May 15, 2018 – 6:00 p.m. 

Shiloh UMC’s Book Review group will next 
meet on May 15, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
church.  The book for this discussion is:  A 
Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles.  Ron 
Charles writes, “this is an endearing 

reminder of the graciousness of real class. It has 
nothing to do with money; it’s predicated on the 
kind of moral discipline that never goes out of 
style”.  Everyone welcome to join us! 
 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
12 Pat & Terry Montgomery 
16 Lorraine & Harold Wittman 
29 Sherry & Fred Henslin 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
  3 Ross Keene 16 Bob Jackson 
  8 Sylvia Ussin 18 Sherry Rogers 
10 Tish Powell 20 Avis Stapleton 
11 Ken Stahley 21 Toby Stapleton 
12 Gerry Stanhope 22 Barbara Andrews 
16 Allen Cunnington 22 Lenore Kipp 
16 Fred Henslin 24 Mason Amstutz 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
               Mar. 2018        YTD 2018* 

General Fund Income        $13,543.26         $52,833.25 
General Fund Expenses     $17,654.54         $52,620.90         
                                           -$4,111.63          $    212.35 
 
Missions Fund Income       $  2,567.25          $  4,926.79 
 
A more detailed report is available in the office.  
*Year to Date 

 
MAY SCRIPTURES 

  6 6th Sunday of Easter 
 Acts 10:44-48 
 Psalm 98 
 1 John 5:1-6 
 John 15:9-17 
13 Ascension Sunday 
 Mother’s Day 
 Festival of the Christian Home 
 Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
 Psalm 1 
 1 John 5:9-13 
 John 17:6-19 
20 Day of Pentecost (wear red) 
 Heritage Sunday 
 Acts 2:1-21 
 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
 Romans 8:22-27 
 John 26:26-27; 16:4b-15 
27 1st Sunday after Pentecost 
 White Trinity Sunday 
 Peace with Justice Sunday 
 Isaiah 6:1-8  
 Psalm 29 
 Romans 8:12-17 
 John 3:1-17 
 
 

 



PASTOR TYLER’S CORNER 
People of Shiloh,  
When I was a middle schooler I took a trip with my family to Michigan. We went to Makinac Island. There I 
picked up a beautiful yellow-plastic boomerang. Back at my Aunt’s I threw that boomerang on her quiet street, 
hoping it would return to me. Up it would go and then “CRASH” it would hit the asphalt and slide along 
scraping the edge more and more. Finally, we went to a park with open space, I wound up and threw the 
boomerang. It arced out and up, just like before, then it turned and CAME BACK! I prepared to catch my 
boomerang like my favorite TV characters. It missed my hand saving it from injury, but contacted with my lip 
just below my nose slicing a gash in my face with the precision of an asphalt sharpened plastic boomerang.   
 
God is calling us to go out and bring new disciples to join us on our journey with Jesus. Every leader in our 
church works to provide ways for our current membership to deepen their faith and follows the call to spread 
the gospel message to others, both young and wise in years. We want to be ready to receive new people that 
come to us with spaces for them to grow in their faith. We have to be ready for what comes back to us. This 
month I am inviting our membership to consider three ways of doing this: 
 

• Attend church council and help us develop our yearly goals for next year. The meeting is May 10 at 6 
pm and everyone is welcome. We need input and prayer from everyone in our church on this work.  

• Complete the “Readiness 360” offered by our Whole Church Initiative team. (Instructions are in the 
Whole Church Initiative section in this newsletter.) 

• Attend a Shiloh 101 course in the next 6 months.  We offer them every month. They are for new people 
to our church; however existing members need to know what we are offering to people just joining us on 
the journey. (Look inside for more info.) 

 
Enthusiastic Shalom, 
Pastor Tyler  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHILOH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1810 Shiloh Road, Billings, MT 59106-1708 

656-0050 
www.shilohumc-mt.org 
Pastor Tyler Amundson 
Sunday	Schedule	

Worship	Times:	8	&	10:15	am	
Adult	Sunday	School:	9	am	

Children’s	Sunday	School:	10:15	am	
Nursery	open:	7:45	to	11:15	am	

SHILOH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1810 Shiloh Road 
Billings, MT 59106-1708 

Return Service Requested 
 


