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Shiloh United Methodist Church 
  

Resistance Stories: Prophecy or Headline? 
 
Revelation 5:12, 13:1-4 Rev. Tyler Amundson           July 21, 2019 
  
Revelation 5:12 Common English Bible (CEB) 
12 They said in a loud voice, 

“Worthy is the slaughtered Lamb 
        to receive power, wealth, wisdom, and might, 
        and honor, glory, and blessing.” 
 

Revelation 13:1-4 Common English Bible (CEB) 

13 1 and I saw a beast coming up out of the sea. It had ten horns and seven heads. 
Each of its horns was decorated with a royal crown, and on its heads were 
blasphemous names.2 The beast I saw was like a leopard. Its feet were like a bear’s, 
and its mouth was like a lion’s mouth. The dragon gave it his power, throne, and great 
authority. 3 One of its heads appeared to have been slain and killed, but its deadly 
wound was healed. So the whole earth was amazed and followed the beast. 4 They 
worshipped the dragon because it had given the beast its authority. They worshipped 
the beast and said, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?” 

 

(Break for first service for response to God’s word) 
 
First service watched this animation of the moon landing – 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t6VpHyKXHBM 
 
This week I met the 4 other Methodist clergy for a meeting at a City 
Brew here in town.  2 of us got their early and were talking, when a 
man who had been sleeping in the chairs next to us woke up.  He was 
dressed in a patchwork of clothing, Lakers Jersey, Army fatigue pants, 
and bandannas on his head.  He heard us pastors talking church and 
said, “What you all talking about?” 
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We admitted because Pastor’s often have to do that, we do debate 
before we admit who and what we are in public.  There has been 
airplane trips that when I admit my profession, it results in what seems 
like 2 hour confessional with the person next to me.  Anyway, when we 
shared our profession and purpose he started talking theology.  We 
could not make out all his words, I later learned it may have been 
because of the wine bottle tucked behind him in his chair, but he 
shared clearly one word with us.  He understood the word “Eschaton.”  
I went and bought the man a coffee and my colleague pulled out a bag 
of pastries from her purse from a parishioner she had just seen.  We 
wrapped up our conversation and went on our way.   
 
It was striking to me this man had an understanding of “eschaton”  or 
“eschatology” is the end times.  Most Christians in the pews of a church 
don’t know those words.  Yet, every Christian has some understanding 
of this because thanks to Paul and Christ we all understand that Christ 
will make a return.  The belief is this will be at an end time that unites 
our world with the heavenly kingdom in some way.  We will get back to 
this in a minute.   
 
We are in our sermon series right now on understanding scripture.  
Scripture is a challenging reality in the church of today with people in 
our culture beginning to use meaning for political gain.  For us as 
Methodists, we need to take some time to understand what scripture 
means for us to understand our call from Christ and the story of what 
God is doing in our lives.  Especially in a time when we aren’t even sure 
what it means to be United Methodists anymore. 
 
John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist way of being Christian loved 
dearly a passage found in 2 Timothy to understand the role of scripture 
in the community to help people seek holiness and connect with God 
together. 
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2 Timothy 3:16-17 Common English Bible (CEB) 
16 Every scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for 
showing mistakes, for correcting, and for training character, 17 so that 
the person who belongs to God can be equipped to do everything that 
is good. 

While this might seemingly point to scripture meaning the entire Bible, 
as we receive it is all inspired by God.  It is important to remember our 
current Bible was not put together until nearly 400 CE.  This passage in 
2 Timothy referred to the holy text of the community it was written for.  
A reminder that while we have one Bible now, that holy texts have 
change throughout time.  They have taken time to come together and 
to be molded into what we have today. 

John Wesley goes on to say,  “We know, ‘All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God,’ and is therefore true and right concerning all things. 
But we know likewise that there are some Scriptures which more 
immediately commend themselves to every [person’s] conscience.”1 

Meaning for us as Christians there will be parts of our Bible that attach 
more closely to our own conscious, our own call from God to let go of 
those things that separate us from God, sin, and to embrace a creator 
and God who lets us know we are loved.   

Wesley finally says in a commentary on 1st John  “We love [God] 
because he first loved us” — is “the sum of the whole gospel.”  

Meaning the thing we should go to the gospel with is an understanding 
first that God is love, and that God has loved us before the cosmos and 
will love us after.   

Back in late June, I had us read a story about a young family who heard 
the story of creation as we hear it in Genesis 1 alongside the Babylonian 
story of creation known as the enuma elsih.  We could hear the 

                                                        
1 http://www.lectionarycentral.com/quinquag/WesleyEpistle1.html 
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parallels and the differences.  In the end we heard a strong difference 
in our Genesis 1 creation story of creating out of an opportunity for all 
creation to be free and grow in relationship with God and each other.  
A young boy in Babylon was sorry he had gotten so excited about the 
other story and forgot that the enuma elish sets humans up to be slaves 
of a king and a God who created them from the blood of other beings. 
 
This story took place during the Babylonian exile of the Jewish people, a 
time during which most of our early scriptures, the Torah were written 
down.  Babylon conquered Israel, and enslaved not all the people, but 
the intelligent and learned classes.  The ones who knew the stories and 
hoped for what God might do.  They moved these people to Babylon 
and forced them to live under the rule of their kings.   
 
It is from this history that the book of Daniel emerges.  Now I know you 
can’t wait to hear about revelation, but to talk about revelation I need 
to talk about Daniel first.  Daniel is written during this exile as the 
powerful king Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon has strange dreams and the 
slave people of Israel seem to be the only ones who can interpret them.   
 
And now Revelation too, I could tell you were all waiting to talk about 
this.  Revelation is the book of the Bible you bring up at dinner parties if 
you want to find yourself in a corner alone.  Revelation is the text 
associated with the “eschaton” or end times.  Yet, I think the author of 
our book for the series and study names both Revelation and Daniel 
better.  They are “Resistance stories.”   
 
Daniel is a story of a prophet and ragtag bunch of Jewish people who 
share prophecies with an all-powerful king that baffle him to believe 
that perhaps he is not the center of the universe.  If you read the 
stories you will be interested, confused and maybe inspired.  
Revelation, written in tradition by the character John of Patmos, 
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describes strange tales of 7 churches, lampstands, beasts, cities and a 
beautiful understanding of creation all mixed together. 
 
These texts are “Resistance Stories” because they both are texts that 
were written in story and code for people who believed evil human 
controlled empires could fall apart, let life happen, and perhaps even 
allow God’s love to enter the world.  Daniel was written in hopes that 
Babylon would end and allow the Jewish people to go free.  Revelation 
was written in hopes that Christ’s kingdom would come to end the 
awful oppression Christians felt under the rule of Rome. 
 
Listen again our text mixed with the words from Daniel from the author 
of our Summer study, Rachel Held Evans: 
 
THE BEAST  
They say the beast was driven out of heaven, And like a leopard, prowls 
the earth for prey. It has four heads, though some claim sight of seven.  

It wears ten crowns engraved with blasphemy.  
What creature past or present can compare  
To one who boasts the teeth of lion kings,  
But with the mighty haunches of a bear  
Leaps, lupine, to soar on eagle’s wings?  
No legion made of men can it beset,  
So nations war and strive to win its favor.  
Every Caesar wants it for a pet,  
Every superpower for a savior.  
All, save the sons and daughters of Abraham,  
Who into its carnassial grin send a Lamb.2 

 

                                                        
2 Evans, Rachel Held. Inspired (pp. 113-114). Thomas Nelson. Kindle 
Edition. 
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That last line is potent and a reminder of what these resistance texts 
remind us.  That God uses the weakest of what the world sees to 
overcome these colossal powers that no thinks can be overcome.  The 
lamb is the image for Christ, who God used to remind us that it is those 
who humble themselves the most who end up showing us the way to 
God. 
 
Or take for example one of my favorite resistance stories in the Bible.  
Esther, is a lowly Jew in a foreign land.  The Persians control the entire 
world from where she lives and she has been told she is worthless.  Yet, 
through some chance she is called on to be the queen when an evil king 
deposes his previous queen for not listening.  Esther then uses her wits 
when a corrupt politician uses laws and language to threaten to 
exterminate all her people.  She does not approach him directly, but 
invites her king to understand why her people are valuable to his 
kingdom.  And what happens, Esther actually creates a way for God’s 
people to eventually escape into a new life beyond the kingdom that 
has imprisoned them. 
 
Freedom from the world that seems to constantly to hold people back 
from God’s purpose for them, is what these resistance stories are all 
about. 
 
The moon landing for me is one of the modern day resistance stories.  
In a time when our country was focused inward, stuck in a war we 
didn’t understand, and suddenly 400,000 people were involved in 
helping 2 men walk on something we never thought we would reach.   
 
And if you don’t know it, one of those men took a certain meal you all 
practice each Sunday.   
 
https://youtu.be/5zEZvPg1itw 
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Buzz Aldrin took communion, and the backstory is that he was kind of 
discourage from sharing the information.  Because Apollo 8 had read 
Genesis and NASA had faced legal action because of a separation of 
church and state.  However, what was interesting is that the 
discouragement of the communion act I think makes this more a 
resistance story.  In fact Aldrin in a later memoir explains why,  
 
 
“Perhaps if I had it to do over again, I would not choose to celebrate communion,” he wrote in his 
memoir. “Although it was a deeply meaningful experience for me, it was a Christian sacrament, and 
we had come to the moon in the name of all mankind—be they Christians, Jews, Muslims, animists, 
agnostics, or atheists. But at the time I could think of no better way to acknowledge the enormity of 
the Apollo 11 experience than by giving thanks to God.”3 
 
 
 
In that statement Alrdin, highlights the final thing a resistance story in 
our Bible needs to include.  It is the same thing that Collins described in 
our first video when the people said, “We did it.”  It wasn’t you did it, it 
was “We.”  Resistance stories, stories of those with little chance of 
success transforming the world include a reminder that all of creation 
gets to experience the salvation of God.  It is in Isaiah, it is buried in 
Revelation.  My favorite part of Revelation is near the end and it 
describes two trees that grow across a river in front of God’s throne, 
producing 12 fruits one for each month of the year. 
 
Friends, resistance stories remind us that all get food, and drink.  In the 
frescos of the most early churches it was not the crucifixion that was 
the focus of Christianity, it was Christ’s return and this image of the 
garden of life painted there.  There is a reason we say Christ is Lord, it is 
a direct confrontation to Caesar being Lord, that was used throughout 
the Roman Empire.  It was a reminder that God uses those who serve 
the least of these as the ones who will bring true change.   
                                                        
3 http://swampland.time.com/2013/07/20/the-secret-communion-on-the-moon-the-44-year-
anniversary/ 
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As we study these resistance stories it is important that we remember 
that sometimes when we think we understand the “end times” it will 
be the people saying “we did it” and the ones we often don’t take 
seriously who will let us know where God salvation will come from.  
And God’s salvation is about bringing a time of new life to all people, 
read those hard scripture sometime, you may be surprised at the end. 
 
Blessing friends, Amen 
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