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Matthew 9:16-21 Common English Bible (CEB) 
16 “No one sews a piece of new, unshrunk cloth on old clothes because 
the patch tears away the cloth and makes a worse tear. 17 No one pours 
new wine into old wineskins. If they did, the wineskins would burst, the 
wine would spill, and the wineskins would be ruined. Instead, people 
pour new wine into new wineskins so that both are kept safe.” 
18 While Jesus was speaking to them, a ruler came and knelt in front of 
him, saying, “My daughter has just died. But come and place your hand 
on her, and she’ll live.” 19 So Jesus and his disciples got up and went 
with him. 20 Then a woman who had been bleeding for twelve years 
came up behind Jesus and touched the hem of his clothes. 21 She thought, 
If I only touch his robe I’ll be healed. 
 
https://www.worshiphousemedia.com/mini-movies/55745/thanksgiving-
table 
 
This month we have been studying Grateful, Thankful, Blessed being 
rooted in generosity.  When we talk generosity and Jesus we need to 
understand that generous was the way Jesus lived, and that we are taking 
a big risk by even studying how he lived.  The people who study and 
begin to practice the ways of Jesus’ risk living differently, they risk 
being transformed.  By just listening to the scripture, and gathering here 
in worship you are taking the risked that you might leave here and live 
differently than you did before.   
 
Our scripture for today contains the a parable many of us have heard 
from scripture “Do not poor old win into new wineskins.”  If you don’t 
know this phrase the problem with pouring wine into the old wineskins 
is that container that held wine were made from animal hide.  And old 



hide had cracks in it.  You would lose the fresh wine and it would also 
pick up the old taste.  This parable from Jesus’ is a reminder to be 
transformed we must allow new understanding to be carried by new 
understanding. 
 
The scripture wraps up with Jesus’ ministry continuing on.  This is a 
reminder that as we end the time learning about generosity that we do 
not forget the new knowledge we have found.  That we place this 
knowledge in new skins as a sign of honor, that we have been 
transformed by God.  That we know life will continue on, but being 
generous is how God calls us to be transformed. 
 
This entire series we have been looking at 3 characters from scripture 
found in Luke, 3 women who travel with Jesus for his entire ministry.   
 
Luke 8:1-3 The Message (MSG) 
8 1-3 He continued according to plan, traveled to town after town, village 
after village, preaching God’s kingdom, spreading the Message. The 
Twelve were with him. There were also some women in their company 
who had been healed of various evil afflictions and illnesses: Mary, the 
one called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out; Joanna, 
wife of Chuza, Herod’s manager; and Susanna—along with many others 
who used their considerable means to provide for the company. 
The first week of November we studied Susanna and the others who are 
the footnote saints of generosity who are little known, but transform our 
lives.  Susanna is mentioned only this place in scripture, but she 
transforms our lives.   
 
The second week of November we studied Joanna.  We learned she was 
the wife of Herod’s manager, Chuza.  So the very money that was used 
to build up the kingdoms on earth was being used to support Jesus’ 
ministry, even when Herod wanted Jesus gone.  Joanna we learned could 
have been eating at the popular and lavish parties of the kingdom, but 



was instead hanging out with our last character in the Motel 6 of the day, 
Mary Magdalene, the one who had been cured of seven demons.   
 
Today we wrap up our series by studying Mary Magdalene.  One of the 
most controversial women in scripture, but for whom without we would 
scarcely know of Christ.   
 
Lutheran Bishop Allan Bjornberg says, “The greatest spiritual practice is 
not yoga, or praying for ours, or intentional poverty, although all of 
these are beautiful ways to live this out.  The greatest spiritual gift is just 
showing up.” 
 
Showing up to Lutheran Pastor Nadia Bolz Weber who has tattooed 
Mary Magdalene on her arm is, “Being present to what is real, and what 
is actually happening.”1 
 
Mary Magdalene throughout scripture is the patron saint of showing up 
and being generous with who she was.  Mary is the one who showed up 
for Jesus, did not run or hide like the male disciples, but followed Jesus 
all the way and watched his death on the cross.  It is Mary who goes to 
the tomb and meets who she thinks is a gardener, only to learn it is 
Jesus.  It is Mary Magdalene who runs back to the disciples and is the 
first witness to the resurrection of Christ, though they don’t believe her 
at first, she is perhaps the first Christian as we understand it as a person 
transformed by the good news of resurrection and of what God’s love 
can do to transform our lives.   
 
Mary is the patron saint of showing up in the story of Christ.  She is a 
reminder to us that part of our role is to show up.  I also believe her role 
as patron saint of generosity is meant to teach us what showing of for 
Christ means, it means being generous with what we have. 
 
                                                        
1 Pastrix: the cranky, beautiful faith of a sinner & saint, Nadia Bolz-Weber - Jericho Books - 
2014 
 



I believe Jesus did miracles, but I think some of the stories we associate 
with miracles were a collaboration between Jesus and his disciples 
working with God’s Holy Spirit.  What if the feeding of the 5,000 really 
was the three women we have learned about it our series.  They saw 
Jesus teaching and that it was getting late.  Susanna and Mary saw it was 
going to be hard to feed all these people who were staying longer than 
they had planned.  So, they ran to Joanna who had more money and said, 
“Quick let’s go to the market(if it happened today it would be Costco), 
and get things for everyone here.”  They quick stole away to shop.  
Meanwhile the boy disciples realized people were getting hungry.  
Thinking they were the first to notice they tell Jesus to send the people 
away.   
 
Jesus, knowing what is already happening, calls a little boy who clearly 
has food with him to share it.  Meanwhile Susanna, Joanna and Mary 
return and add there food to the boys and everyone eats well.  FYI I have 
seen church ladies do this kind of miracle before.   
 
Mary we also learn is cured of seven demons before she follows Jesus.  
We don’t know exactly what this means, or what the demons were.  
However, in our modern culture we can imagine this to be illness, 
mental illness, other challenges facing Mary.  Jesus’ healing was a 
complete healing though, Mary goes from being trapped by these 
demons to being a generous follower.  I believe at least one of these 
demons must have been a sense of scarcity, that Mary went from 
believing she wouldn’t have enough or be enough, to a trusting in God’s 
love and knowing she would have enough and be enough.  Mary was 
shown what living as  reborn person, a new wineskin, was all about.   
 
I think this happened not just in one healing by Jesus, but also through 
the experiences she saw why she journeyed with Christ.  I think Mary 
received her initial healing and saw little acts of God’s love that kept the 
transformation real.   
 



This is why I love articles like one I found last week, it says being 
generous rewires our brains for happiness.  Being generous transforms 
us and allows us to share the joy of Christ even more.2   
 
We can get trapped by demons and scarcity is one of the biggest ones in 
our culture.  It can prevent us from being present.  Scarcity causes us to 
hoard and over plan for the future, scarcity can cause us to overeat for 
fear we will not have a meal tomorrow, and scarcity can cause us to miss 
opportunities to be in relationship with others because we don’t shift our 
reality to be present in the moment God calls us to. 
 
Methodists in early England ended up in a challenging place with 
scarcity.  John Wesley taught a disciplined way of life that involved 
prayer, community gatherings, sharing the Good News, giving some of 
your offering, and doing what was right.  One of the side of effects of a 
disciplined life is that Methodists starting making money.  They made so 
much money that they started dressing more extravagantly, building 
nicer preaching houses, and displaying their wealth openly.  They also 
started to be more selective in who they shared God’s message of love 
with, beginning to live in a scarcity mindest.  Wesley wrote a series of 
sermons in 1860 entitled, “The Use of Money,” “On the Danger of 
Riches,” and “On the Danger of Increasing Riches.”  This trilogy of 
sermons may be the first stewardship series ever preached in a church.  
It is important to note that Wesley was not out to get people’s money 
with these sermons, but to ensure they did not lose connection to God 
through developing a sense of scarcity.  Wesley was after the souls of 
his people, not their pocketbooks as I hope you know we are in these 
generosity seasons.   
 
In his writings Wesley outlined three rules for financial wealth that still 
speak true today.3   

                                                        
2 https://dailyhealthpost.com/gratitude-rewires-brain-happier/ 
 
3 Harnish,	J.	(n.d.).	Disciple's	path	companion	reader.	Nashville:	Abingdon	Press. 



 
1. Gain all you can. 

Wesley knew people needed to seek wealth in a industrial age to 
survive.  He never denied that it was a part of the human system in 
which people lived and he never lost touch with his people.  
However, he outlined specific ways to gain wealth that were 
healthy. 
• Gain all you can without hurting your health 

o We all know the reality of this as we see peers, 
relatives, and even ourselves work so hard that our 
health begins to deteriorate.  Workaholics were a 
problem then as they are now. 

• Gain all you can without hurting your mind. 
o Wesley believed business was fine as long as it did not 

involve being dishonest, cheating, or in any way 
hurting your own good character as this would harm a 
person’s conscience. 

• Gain all you can without hurting your neighbor. 
o Wesley knew as we all know that wealth is great, but if 

you destroy your community in the process then you 
will have destroyed the connections necessary for 
God’s love to be shared.   

2. Save all you can. 
Wesley did not want people to hoard or just keep things by this 
phrase, but instead to live a life of little waste.  By spending our 
resources on things that are wasteful we can hurt our neighbors and 
ourselves by creating junk to fill up our world and also not 
ensuring all people have what they need to live. 

3. Give all you can. 
Wesley knew that God’s love was given extravagantly to each of us.  In 
turn part of the Christian life was to give that same love in return 
through all our means.  By sharing our wealth with others we risk God’s 
dream of a transformed 
 



The poverty of the generous is being present to the joy that is really 
happening around us, and as we can learn from Mary’s journey to the 
cross it also means being present to share compassion in the hard things 
too. 
 
Many of you have watched Jeopardy at some point in your life.  The 
game show where people are given answers and they need to come up 
with the question that generated the answer.  Alex Trebek has been 
hosting the show for 35 plus years.  His voice for me is something I can 
remember hearing in my grandmother’s house and from my parent’s TV.  
This past year Alex Trebek shared that he was diagnosed with stage IV 
pancreatic cancer.  The fight has been challenging for him, but he has 
been public to help others see how he is present even during his illness.  
It is why the actions of contestant Dhruv Gaur were such an act of 
presence back to Alex.  Take a look and notice Alex’s response. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-McR3sBWNRA 
 
Dhruv’s actions were not big either, he wasn’t slated to win a ton of cash 
if he got the answer right, but he made a difference to Alex with the act 
of being present to him.   
 
 
May we find true poverty in Christ which is the generosity found in 
being present to each moment.   
 
Friends would you join me in prayer as we end this series of messages. 
 
(Prayer) 
 
Shalom and Amen My Friends 
 
 
 
 



 


