
With five uniquely individual 
Methodist Churches in 

Billings - all of whom are 
grounded in a Wesleyan 

understanding of living out our 
Christian faith – 

 
How might this be a transformational moment, a time when God is 

inviting us to do something together that no one of us can do alone? How 
do we continue and expand our vital unique ministries together? 

 
1 John 4:12 “No one has ever seen God. If we love each other, God remains in us 
and love is made perfect in us.”   
 
Current Successful Collaborative Ministries 

1. Worship – Sharing liturgical resources, music, media, and sermon writing 
resources to increase the quality of worship and ensure it is rooted deeply 
in the Holy Spirit’s movement in Billings. 

2. Team Coaching – Meeting with a coach to help us work collaboratively 
in more strategic ways.  This will include a site visit in 2020. 

3. Prayer - Clergy praying together over current and potential ministries and 
locations. 

4. Youth – Kicking off 406 Youth United with 6th-12th graders from Hope, 
Shiloh, Evangelical, and Grace. 

5. Vacation Bible School – jointly hosting successful summers sessions - 
Shiloh & First UMCs and Evangelical & Grace UMCs. 

6. Outreach – Growing outreach efforts to demonstrate the Methodist 
mission of service to the community.  Examples include: Shiloh and First 
UMCs joint Easter Egg Hunt, Evangelical and Shiloh UMCs’ Trunk or 
Treat events, all four churches having a joint Advent event.  

7. Free Store - The flagship of cooperation, the Free Store has been a 
volunteer led ministry for 8 years, feeding & serving 70-100 people two 
Saturdays a month with members from Shiloh, Grace, and EUM.   

8. UMCOR Shed - Shiloh built a shed last year that can house UMCOR 
supplies before they are taken to UMCOR West in Salt Lake City.  A 
member of Hope UMC currently leads these efforts. 

9. Shared Groups and Studies – We are finding critical mass and wide 
perspectives to study faith together.  

10. Generosity(Stewardship) – All four churches jointly recruited the help of 
two retired clergy to kick start successful generosity campaigns. 
 

What is God calling us into? How might we share ministry to allow us to 
offer the message of Jesus Christ throughout Billings? 



 
 
We are united in our Wesleyan understanding of grace and faith and we 
live this our through a Rule of Life: 
 
BILLINGS METHODISTS’ RULE OF LIFE (Practices that Grow Us Closer to 
God): We believe a critical mark of being a Methodist is the daily practices we use 
to demonstrate our love for God and neighbor. Though each of the five churches is 
diverse in personality and make-up, we are unified in our commitment to live by 
this Rule of Life as we grow in and share our faith: 
 

1. We find time to connect with Jesus each day through prayer, Scripture 
reading, meditation, music, and/or other spiritual exercises. 

2. We meet regularly with a small group whose purpose is to help members 
intentionally grow in faith and accountability. 

3. We are committed to growing and sharing spiritual gifts – both our own 
and others’. 

4. We have meaningful relationships with people outside of the church and 
work to develop a friendship with someone who is different than us (race, 
religion, class, etc.) 

5. We follow Jesus’ call to servant leadership by serving in a 
mission/ministry at least one time a month and by sharing the resources 
with which God has blessed us. 

6. We have honest, open, and difficult conversations; we make room for 
questions, disagreements, and tension, with as much love and grace as 
possible, so that we might grow with and learn from each other. 

7. We cultivate sacred rhythms in our lives by including the practice of 
Sabbath. We strive to maintain a healthy balance of work, service, and 
rest. 

 
 
What is keeping us from the promised land of new ministry and sharing 
the gospel in our unique way? 
 

Numbers 13 The Message (MSG) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


