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What Questions Should You Ask When Reading Scripture? 
 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9 Common English Bible (CEB) 
3 Brothers and sisters, I couldn’t talk to you like spiritual people but like 
unspiritual people, like babies in Christ. 2 I gave you milk to drink 
instead of solid food, because you weren’t up to it yet. 3 Now you are 
still not up to it because you are still unspiritual. When jealousy and 
fighting exist between you, aren’t you unspiritual and living by human 
standards? 4 When someone says, “I belong to Paul,” and someone else 
says, “I belong to Apollos,” aren’t you acting like people without the 
Spirit? 5 After all, what is Apollos? What is Paul? They are servants who 
helped you to believe. Each one had a role given to them by the Lord: 6 I 
planted, Apollos watered, but God made it grow. 7 Because of this, 
neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but the 
only one who is anything is God who makes it grow. 8 The one who 
plants and the one who waters work together, but each one will receive 
their own reward for their own labor. 9 We are God’s coworkers, and 
you are God’s field, God’s building. 
 
Over the last few years the term “fake news” has become commonplace 
in our public discourse.  I believe the intention of folks who use this 
phrase, “fake news,” commonly is to blur the lines between truth and 
fiction.  Additionally, we live in an information age.  An age where in 
less than an hour I can make a professional website and claim a truth.  If 
I am good, I can make it look as convincing as a national news outlet 
who has existed for over a century, a well-researched scientific paper, or 
a work by a learned scholar.   This leaves me wondering, “Where can we 
find truth?” 
One of my favorite pieces of wisdom “The more vehemently a rumor is 
denied, the more likely it is to have some truth in it.”  To constantly 



claim many things are “fake,” and never claim what is truth, is to live in 
a world where no one knows what a person stands for.  Perhaps truth has 
always been hiding somewhere between what our hearts tell us 
individually, and what our combined wisdom tells us when we form 
community.  Perhaps in this information age, our best hope is that truth 
is found when we work together to search for it.  When we collectively 
work to point out the false narratives that restrict the life Christ points to 
in the gospel of John.  When we collectively discover truth in the hope 
of a kingdom born of God’s love. 
Over this month I want to spend time learning how we as Christians 
work in community to find truth in scripture.  For over 2 millennia we 
have used this book to find truth in our lives, and as a guide for 
following Christ.  When some claim that the “Good News” is not 
factual, and others claim the Bible is written by the fire of God and 
never touched by humans.  What is true for us? 
Today I want us to take time to learn good practices for each of us when 
we read scripture.  To name some simple questions we can ask to guide 
our reading, and name a question we should be wary to ask.   
 
The first question worth asking when reading any scripture is: “Why did 
people find it important to write this down?”1 
 
This simple question forces us to do two things.  1.  We cannot take for 
granted anything we learn about the historical and cultural context from 
which the text is written in.  2.  It had some importance to how people 
understood the story of God intertwined with their narrative. 
 
Here is where we get tied into the rule of scripture in the life of Christian 
people today.  It is part of our job to learn these stories, so we can learn 
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how people believed God was intertwined in their lives.  When they got 
it righ and when they maybe didn’t get it so right?  So, that when we 
think God is intertwined in our lives as Christians in this day in age, we 
might do it the best we can.   
 
For us as Christians, Christ was the ultimate teacher of this, and our 
connection as God and human all wrapped into one.  The stories Christ 
and the parables he tells share point I believe to how we understand the 
importance of how we are intertwined with God’s story now.   
 
The stories of scripture teach, like this story does: 
 
Signs of Daybreak 
A rabbi once asked his students how they could tell when night had 
ended and day was on its way back. 

“Is it when you can see an animal in the distance, and can tell whether it 
is a sheep or a dog?” 

“No,” answered the rabbi. 

“It is when you can look at a tree in the distance, and tell whether it is a 
fig tree or a peach tree?” 

“No.” 

“Well then,” the students demanded, “when is it?” 

“It is when you look on the face of another human being, and see that he 
or she is your brother or sister. Because if you cannot do that, then no 
matter what time it is, it is still night.” 



Source unknown 
 
Now there is a question we should be wary of when studying scripture, 
“Why did God…?”   
 
“Why did God kill those people?” 
or 
“Why did God need sacrifices?” 
or 
“Why did God need Jesus to die, wasn’t there another way?” 
or 
“Why did God make it so hard to believe in God?”2 
 
Here is the risk of asking this question.  Is that we miss a fundamental 
truth that almost every reader of scripture understood until 1978 when a 
group of literalist got together in Chicago and stated that scripture was 
unquestionably true as it is written now.3  John Wesley, Martin Luther, 
Thomas Aquinas, and yes even Saint Augustine would have pointed to 
the great power of scripture, but would have never had us use every 
passage as inherently, exactly what God said.   
 
Instead they found in the scripture, what Paul talks about, a chance to be 
wrapped up in the story of what God is doing by the Holy Spirit and a 
chance for the community to interpret scripture together.   
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There is baggage with reading scripture assuming God is speaking 
directly with those words to us, or even to the people of the past.  The 
baggage comes twofold.  1.  We risk speaking for God by assuming we 
know God’s will.  2.  We risk missing out on what God really might be 
trying to communicate with us through the people following God in the 
past.   
 
Do me a favor when you are reading scripture.  Place all of your 
marbles, every one of the things in your mind that makes assumptions 
you know God’s plans in a bag, or a bowl or the cupholder in your care 
before you read scripture. 
 
If we fail to do this we will follow the countless Christians before us that 
have killed in the name of faith, excluded the very people God was 
speaking through, or even worse we will silence God ourselves. 
 
Be wary of sermons or messages that assume they know what God is 
saying directly to them. 
 
The second best question you should ask when reading scripture is: 
“Why did this passage or story endure?” 
 
Here is the thing about scripture.  We have to remember the blood and 
sweat that got the onion thin pages of words to our hands today.  It used 
to take 2 months for scribes to handwrite the books.  Before the printing 
press Bibles were so precious they were often chained to the pulpit of 
the church.  Now we can reach in our pockets and pull out a phone and if 
you have been to GoodWill you can find plenty of donated Bibles.   
 
Why we think they are common?  While we have seen sometimes one 
too many Bibles in our day, the truth is people have cared for the stories 
in our scripture since several thousand years before Christ, and for a 
couple thousand years after to get them to us.   



2 weeks ago I ran us through the Old Testament in about 10 minutes.  
Today, let me take us through the New Testament, so that we remember 
why these texts ended up with us here. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
New Testament (Notes here, we covered the whole New Testament 
in worship.) 
Synoptics vs John 

Kingdom vs New Life 
Acts holy spirit 
Paul’s Letters to churches – longest to shortest 
Paul’s letters to people – longest to shortest 
One side. 
Other letters 
30 years after Peter and Paul we get Revelation 
 

New Testament

Matthew 
Mark
Luke 
John

Acts

Hebrews
James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude

Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians

Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy

Titus
Philemon

Revelation



Letters for sure written by Paul4 
Romans  
Corinthians 1 and 2 
Galatians 
Philippians 
1 Thessalonians 
Philemon 
 
 
I invite you to ask these two questions when reading scripture to gain 
from our ancestors the power of why they brought them to us.  “Why did 
people find it important to write this down?”5  and “Why did this 
passage or story endure?” 
 
There is a reason the Psalms endured they show how powerful it can be 
to write down where you think God is when you are facing a variety of 
human situations.  The 23rd Psalm rings so true for us because everyone 
has walked near the valley of the shadow of death. 
 
Or the story of Mother Mary who sings the songs of the coming of a 
Christ child.  How wonderful to know God is stepping into the world to 
show us that living vulnerably is the act of power?  A very different 
message than the one cultures have told us about being violent in return 
is the only response to violence. 
 
Or to have one side of Paul’s message to the Corinthians in which he lets 
us know there are many forces in the world, like science and other 
mythologies tell us.  However, what we need to know is our God is the 
one who brings life.  That “9 We are God’s coworkers, and you are 
God’s field, God’s building.”  Meaning truth is found when we follow 
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that call of God on our hearts, and that when in community that is a 
collective pull we know God is there all the more. 
 
What I hope for us is that these questions we have learned today, if we 
read scripture with them in mind, will bind us even more to the story of 
God’s life giving faith, and remind us that we are a continuance of a 
deeply spiritual movement seeking to bind our stories with a God who 
loves us.  A God who asks us of very clearly to love one another as we 
love our God.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


